
The international summer school Protest and Social Movements in Historical and 

Contemporary Perspectives, 19th until 23th of  September 2016, at the Institute for Social 

Movements, Ruhr-University Bochum, now accepts applications. The summer school is open 

to students of all subjects from the third semester onwards (BA), MA, and PhD candidates 

who are interested in interdisciplinary research on the history and present of social 

movements. The language (literature and discussions) will be English.  

 

For applying please write an email including a short statement of interest to Summer-

school@ruhr-uni-bochum.de. 

 

Summer School “Protest and Social Movements in Historical and Contemporary 

Perspectives” 

 

Where do social movements come from? Who takes part in them? What are their aims? And 

what methods do historians and social scientist use for their scientific research? Under the 

supervision of Prof. Stefan Berger, Prof. Sabrina Zajak and Prof. Eva Gerharz, the Institute 

for Social Movements will conduct an interdisciplinary summer school throughout the 

summer semester 2016 to find answers to these questions. The Institute for Social Movements 

is a central research unit of the Ruhr-University Bochum, specialized and prominent in 

research and teaching on past and present social movements.  

During the Summer School students from different disciplines will engage with social 

movements in international, transnational, comparative and interdisciplinary perspectives. In 

particular they will focus on a wide variety of social movements from Europe and the global 

South. In close cooperation with leading national and international scholars as well as 

activists, the Summer School will enable participating students to become familiar with the 

basic concepts and the history of social movements as well as contemporary challenges.   

During the five day Summer School (19-23 September 2016) invited experts from different 

academic fields will give presentations and discuss the current state-of-the-art of as well as 

contemporary challenges to social movement research with participating students. 

Furthermore, local activists will provide insights into practical aspects of contemporary social 

movements and share their experience in discussions with students. A future workshop (28 

September 2016) will constitute a follow-up of the Summer School with a particular focus on 

the future of social movements. The students will assess previous phases and develop future 

scenarios for social movements and social change. 

Topics 

Day 1 Mon 19.09.16 Introduction: Theorizing social movements 

Day 2 Tue 20.09.16  Transnationalism in Social Movement Research   

Day 3 Wed 21.09.16 Comparing Social Movements   

Day 4 Thu 22.09.16 Understanding Social Movements in the Global South   

Day 5 Fri 23.09.16 Witness Discussion with Activists 

Further information and the programme will be available soon on our website 

http://www.isb.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/lehre/summerschool/sose16.html.de  

http://www.isb.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/lehre/summerschool/sose16.html.de

